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EOOW,  III/1, 
unlimited Near coastal?

Have completed: 12 months approved 
sea service. Pass: Second Engineer, III/ 3, 
less than 3000 kW, near coastal, MCA oral 
exam. 

Have completed: 12 months 
approved sea service. Pass: SQA 

General, Engineering Science 
(GES) I and II (if applicable), Applied 

Marine Engineering, Advanced 
Hotel Services, Chief Engineer 

Statutory and Operational 
Requirements and the MCA Second 
Engineer,  III/3, less than 3000 kW 

oral exam. 

Yes

No

Second Engineer, III/3, 
<3000 kW, near coastal 

Second Engineer, 
III/3,  <3000 kW, 
unlimited area 

Pass: SQA General 
Engineering Science (GES) 

I and II (if applicable), 
Applied Marine Engineering, 
Advanced Hotel Services, 
Chief Engineer Statutory 

and Operational 
Requirements and the MCA 
Second Engineer, III/3  less 
than 3000 kW, oral exam. 

Chief  Engineer, III/3, 
<3000 kW, unlimited 

area 

Complete: 12 months sea 
service on vessels of at least 

750 kW. Pass: Chief Engineer 
less than 3000 kW MCA oral 

exam

Complete: 8 months 
seagoing service in 
charge of the watch.

What 
endorsement do 

you require? 

Second Engineer, 
III/3, near coastal, 
less than 9000 kW

Chief Engineer, III/3, 
less than 9000 kW 

near coastal 

Second Engineer, near coastal, less than 9000 kW

Second Engineer, 
III/2, unlimited

8 months seagoing service of which at least: 

4 months seagoing service must be on 
vessels of at least 750 kW and
4 months seagoing service must be on 
vessels of at least 3000 kW (this can be 
obtained prior to Chief  Engineer, III/3, <3000 kW, 
unlimited area CoC)

Pass: Chief Engineer, less 
than 3000 kW, MCA oral 

examination

Chief  Engineer, less than 3000 kW, unlimited area. 

To be issued with a Certificate of Competency, you must meet all the requirements of the relevant section of MSN 1857; for CoCs less 
than 3000 kW, unlimited area, please refer to section 3.7 and for CoCs with a near coastal limitation please refer to section 3.8. 

This flow chart is to summarise the progression through the limited Certificate of Competency structure. To be issued with a Certificate of 
Competency (CoC) you must meet the full requirements listed in the applicable section of MSN 1857.     

This Certificate can 
be applied for at the 
same time as an 
EOOW,  III/1, 
unlimited

 


