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What we will explore 

• UHI as a tertiary institution 

• Challenges of being geographical and digitally distributed  

• Staff engagement in digital education practice 

• Developing our open education practice 

• Strategic developments and wider implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In context 
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Geographically and digitally distributed 



 

 

Embedding staff  

engagement with technology 

 

 



Educational Development Unit 

 

 



Learning and Teaching Academy 

https://www.uhi.ac.uk/lta   

https://www.uhi.ac.uk/lta


LTA Connect 

 

 



Future of Learning 

 The future of learning 
How the emergence of open digital resources 

and globally connected hyper-interactivity is 

changing the way that we are able to provide 

educational experiences for learners of all ages 

 

Professor Frank Rennie 

https://www.uhi.ac.uk/lta/events 



 

 
ALPINE  

 

Accredited Learning, 

Professional development and 

Innovation in Education 

 





 



 

 

Developing open practices 

 

 







Harnessing open publishing opportunities 

 



UHI contributions to special issue 



Write-UP 



http://www.oeps.ac.uk/using-oep/creative-open-

everyday-practice-thinking-differently-uhi  
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Really open education… 

 

 



Thinking Digitally at Lead Scotland 

http://www.getconnectedandlead.org.uk/show.php?contentid=160 



Community Open Online Courses 



Open Educational Practices in Scotland 



 

 

Why is [open] education important? 

 

 



Education and social wellbeing 

http://www.scholarsstrategynetwork.org/sites/default/files/ssn-key-

findings-blessinger-on-universal-higher-education_0.pdf 



 

 

Strategic developments 

 

 



Learning Lab at An Lòchran 



 



Learning for employment 

Learner choice and personalisation 

Providing a connected learning experience  

Evidence-based educational practice 

Engaging our students as researchers 

Assessment and feedback for learning 

Active and creative use of technology 

Integrated and sustainable teaching practice 

Harnessing open education approaches 

Supporting the student as an individual 

Reflective practice and continuous improvement 

Supporting professional development in L&T 



Active and creative use of technology 

Will be embedded throughout learning and teaching to 

support active individual and collaborative learning, 

including allowing students to have meaningful and 

connected learning experiences regardless of their 

location or how their curriculum is delivered. This will 

incorporate co-creative approaches to learning within 

which students use technology to create and share 

digital resources, and to develop their digital literacies. 



Encourage effective 

engagement in online 

learning through the 

use of activities that 

require students to 

participate in and 

contribute to each 

other’s learning e.g. 

through online 

seminars, online 

supported groupwork, 

and active use of real-

time online 

technologies for 

reading groups, 

discussion and debate. 

  

Engage students in 

evidencing their 

learning through 

creating digital forms 

of coursework (e.g. 

case studies, videos, 

podcasts, interactive 

reports) that can be 

used as the basis for 

assessment, and 

which can be 

repurposed as useful 

learning resources for 

future cohorts.  

Harnessing online 

approaches to support 

cross-cultural, 

interdisciplinary or 

internationalised 

learning experiences 

through connecting 

cohorts of learners 

from different 

programmes, 

institutions and 

countries in joint 

activities and projects. 



Harnessing open education approaches 

Developing online and other open education practices 

and approaches to support and enhance learning and 

teaching, to use, create and share open educational 

resources, and to widen access to education including 

within our local communities 



Make use of openly 

licensed digital resources 

in the design and 

delivery of modules and 

programmes, and 

consider where digital 

resources you have 

created can be shared 

for re-use by colleagues 

(e.g. through the UHI 

Toolkit and other 

resource repositories).  
  

Engage with learners 

and potential students 

out with the university 

through offering open 

online access to 

particular opportunities 

(e.g. lectures, guest 

expert webinars) or 

offering short open 

online courses that can 

potentially lead into 

formal study.  
  

Extending learning 

opportunities to wider 

local communities 

through involving staff 

and students in outreach 

activities including public 

lectures and events, and 

through open learning 

opportunities on 

campus.  



Going forward 

“Develop and implement new policies and guidance (Academic 

Years 2018/19 to 2019/20) in areas of emerging educational 

practice of importance in the university. To include:  

 

(i) a policy or framework to guide institutional developments in 

the harnessing and creation of open educational resources, and 

in the use of online and other open educational opportunities for 

the purposes of widening access and public engagement…” 



 

 

Challenging assumptions 

 

 



“…getting staff to separate who they are and what they 

do in terms of supporting thestudents from what they 

produce is quite difficult. It’s quite a difficult thing for a 

number of staff to get their heads around. I think there is 

a natural assumption, because it’s culturally engrained in 

how universities have tended to work up until this point, 

that academics are what they produce … what they 

produce is a key part of their own identity. “ 



 

 

Implications 

 

 



Where the physical and digital intersect 



The digitally distributed curriculum 



Conceptualising the Digital University: The 

Intersection of Policy, Pedagogy and Practice 
 

Sheila MacNeill Bill Johnston Keith Smyth 
 

Book from Palgrave (late 2018) 

 

 



Developing research-driven curricula at UHI 

• Three year initiative to further develop and embed 

‘student as researcher’ activities in our courses 

• Working initially with ten ‘pilot’ groups, to enhance and 

extend current practice and evaluate and share 

lessons learned in form of a ‘toolkit’ 

• Strong emphasis on community engagement and 

partnership working at all levels of the curriculum  



A natural extension? 
 

Students as  

public scholars 



Where does this leave us? 

 

The business of higher education 

Higher education as a public good 

Or the shared project of tertiary education? 
 



 

 

Thank you 

keith.smyth@uhi.ac.uk  
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